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signifying the wagon-trail across the Stales, so appealed to
the fancy of the railway-builders that they always referred
to the trans-continental as "the land-over route," which in
course of time became twisted into the more correct
designation under which it is known to this day.
The level character of the country west of the Missouri
River lent itself favourably to rapid construction, as well
as easy alignment. At one place it was found possible
to lay the track as straight as an arrow for 41 miles.
The grade grew quickly, and the rails advanced in a con-
tinuous black-grey line across the prairie with striking
rapidity, when the Indians refrained from endeavouring
to arrest its progress. However, the raids of the Red Men
became so devastating eventually that it appeared as if
work must be brought to a standstill.
At the critical moment another man appeared on the
scene, and his efforts contributed very materially to the
completion of the line.   This was Major Frank J. North,
one of the most daring frontiersmen that those troublous
times with the Indians produced in  America.   He was
Fenimore Cooper's mythical "Pathfinder"  in the flesh,
and he came to be just as greatly feared by the Red Men.
When   the  railway  engineers   failed  to   make   headway
against the Indians, he offered his services, which, needless
to say,  were accepted gladly.    From that moment the
protection of the grade became his one object in life, and
his capture became the one absorbing ambition of the
Indians.   He had roamed the plains for years, leading a
rough-and-ready  frontier  life,   had  become  familiarised
with the Indians, their habits, customs and ways; could
anticipate their every movement and knew how to counteract
their subterfuges.   He was versed thoroughly in their ways
of warfare,  was  a born fighter,  and was  possessed of
indomitable energy and pluck.
In order to protect the railway-builders he raised four
companies of friendly Pawnee Indians, With these trusty
scouts he would creep out stealthily at night from the con-
structional carnp, make his way with impunity to the tepees